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Macro factors 
MJH HS2 :-(, due to hit Birmingham in 2026) will lead to speculative increases in land and house 
prices, particularly close to the city centre. 

Birmingham / West Midlands 
MJH Birmingham would be good - good transport links. But it’s a bit expensive. Possibly 
somewhere like Stourbridge might be more affordable. 
AP Somewhere in Birmingham! 

Rural / Urban 
Or, more fully, Rural (e.g. Alvechurch), Outskirts (e.g. Longbridge), Suburban (e.g. Woodbrooke), 
City Centre (e.g. Digbeth). 
 
MJH Outskirts seems most likely. I wouldn’t mind City Centre, but I know some other members 
wouldn’t like that at all. Also probably really expensive, lots of competition from e.g. Seven Capital. 
Rural could be too hard for transport, unless it’s close to a rail station. Suburban also likely to be 
too expensive. Need to be able to fit in with neighbouring housing. 
 
AP urban/suburban (not in the city centre) 
 
MJH Sites already zoned for housing. 
 
MJH Reasonable price. 

Existing property or new build? 
MJH Restoration with eco upgrade could be cheaper than new build, but obviously we would have 
to work with what was already there, rather than being able to plan eco build from scratch. 
Victorian and Edwardian buildings often have good sized rooms, but ceilings are usually too high 
for good heat efficiency. 
 
MJH Demolition of decrepit buildings to allow new build will be a cost in itself. 
 
AP Could be a mixture of new & old (e.g. The old Mill, Colchester). Advantage of new build = 
potentially more environmentally friendly, energy efficient. Consider ‘unconventional’ building 
methods: e.g. cob, shipping containers. Depends on what is available when we start looking. New 
build might be easier to make accessible 



Facilities 
MJH Needs to be close to 

● Shops: supermarket, asian shop, pharmacy (please add to the list). 
● Transport links - train, bus (both into town and around the circle), cycle routes. 
● Employment opportunities. 
● Nurseries, schools, before and after school clubs, daycare facilities, clubs such as 

Woodcraft Folk, etc, playgrounds, sports fields. 
● Doctors’ surgery, hospital, other health and wellbeing facilities. 
● Library, post office, bank, community centre. 
● Parks, green space and e.g. canals, etc., other recreation opportunities. 
● Rest of local community. 

Local Community 
MJH Local community is approachable. Willing to see how we can co-operate with them to provide 
a solution which benefits the whole community as well as ourselves. 
 
MJH Brum Coho shouldn’t overwhelm local community in terms of size / density / traffic flow, and 
design should be sympathetic to local context. 

How we look for and evaluate sites 
MJH 

● Keep our ears and eyes open. 
● Rightmove. 
● Select a real estate agent. 
● Get ourselves on the council’s self-build list. 
● Make use of Birmingham Community Housing list of available sites. 
● Check if public bodies - e.g. NHS, Council, Police - need to sell land. Use New Economics 

Foundation’s article on Making the case for community-led housing on public land. 
 
AP 

● Big enough for 25 households - or maybe bigger (up to 40 households)? 
● Not too steep, so accessible 

https://neweconomics.org/2018/05/making-the-case

